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'New Dimensions
releases test scores

Kindergarten, first- and
second-grade students atlend-
ing The New Dimenszions
School received autstanding
scores on recently adminis-
tered Metropolitan Achieve-
ment Tests.

The young students aiend-
ing Burke County's first
tuition-free public charter
school, which is scheduled o
expand through fifth grade for
the 2003-04 school year, post-
ed seores showing that T8 per-
cent are performing at or
above grade Jevel in reading,
85 percent at or above grade
level in mathematics, and 80
percent at or above grade lev-
el in language.

While only 43 percent of
students with disabilities
statewide achieved scores at
or above grade level on end-
of-the-year testing, 54 percent
of stadenis with disabilities at
the New Dimensions School
scored at or ahove grade level,

When scores of students
with disabilities are removed
from the totals, the percent-
ages were: 86 percent at or
above grade level in reading,
05 percent in mathematics,
and 93 percent in language,

“Our students have done
extremely well,” said Carol
Trivetie, Ph.Dy, president of
the school's governing board
and co=director of the Orelena
Hawks Puckett Instite in
Morganton. *The educational
upproach we're nsing i3 cleas-
Iy working. Not only did our
siudents do well last year, but
we now have a second year of
data that strongly demonstrate
the power of our curriculum
and educational model.”

Trivette said that the
school's inclusive approach
has been successful with sm-
dents who have special learn-
ing nesds, as wel).

Muore than half of the stu-
dents with disahilities are per-
forming at or above grade lev-
el in reading and math, for
example.

“In our educational mode,
children at many levels ars
tought together, and every-
body learns,” Triveite said.
“There are challenges, but
with a solid model and a lot of
support, all children can
learn.”

Tennifer Wilson-Kearse.
school director, said, “"We're
delighted by this evidence of
student achievement. Cur

teachess, parents, and studenis
worked hard io make this hap-
pen. I'm thrilled to see tha
our achaol i3 able to educate
children in a meaningful way
based on whal they are inter-
ested in and etill get grea
resualis on a standardized test"

The MNew Dimensions
School, which aperates four
multi-grade kindergarten-
through-second-grade classes
al three community-based
sites in Burke County, uses a
strengihs-based, interesis-
based appriach o the educa-
tion of young children.

The school also oses a
portfolio aszessement system (0
measuare shadenl progress.

Samples of children's
work, regular teacher ohssrva-
tons, and the New Dvimen-
sions School developed
Teacher Observation Scale of
Key Abilities (an instroment
used to chart massery of abili-
ties recommended by state
and national standards in each
area of the curriculum) cum-
prisz the portfalio,

“We find that the panfalio
provides familiss with a more
accurate ard detsiled picture
or siery of the progression of
learning that takes place dur-
ing the school year,” Wilson-
Kearse explained. “Becanse
we do not grade in a tradition-
al way, parents asked that we
iest the children io verify they
were performing at or above
grade level.

"W used the Metropalitan
Achievement Tesl, & national-
Iy normed test used in schools
across Morth Carolina and all
over the United States ™

The MNew Dimensions
School has announced plans
to expand in the coming
school year,

Twoe multi-age third-
through fifth-grade classes are
planned for the 2003-04
school year.

The school continues (o |
offer a dual-langoape-immer-

sion option in which Englizh-
speaking children leam Span-
ish and Spanish-speaking chil-
dren learn English along wirk
their regular academic experi-
EMCES,

Applications for mew atu-
dents at all grade levels are
now being acospted.

For information, plaase call
the New Dimensions School
affice at 437-5753.




